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The Western Downs continues to prove itself as one of Queensland’s most dynamic and productive 
regional economies. As a diverse region at the forefront of the changing world, we are seeing significant 
investment across agriculture, energy, manufacturing, housing, community infrastructure and essential 
services, creating opportunities for businesses, investors and residents alike.

This Development Status Report demonstrates the scale of activity underway across the Western Downs 
and the confidence that industry, investors and businesses have in the opportunities the region presents. 
With billions of dollars in projects proposed, approved or underway across the region, the report provides 
a snapshot of the investment helping shape the Western Downs today and into the future.

Driven by a diverse, thriving economy, the Western Downs plays a critical role in producing the food, 
energy and resources that underpin Queensland’s and Australia’s prosperity. The resilience and strength 
of our region stem from a broad mix of industries working together to create opportunity and sustained 
growth.

That strength is reflected in the region’s emergence as a true 21st century economic powerhouse. Nearly 
half of the nation’s feedlot capacity is located within 200 kilometres of the Dalby Regional Saleyards, 
reinforcing the region’s position at the heart of Australia’s beef industry. 

As The Energy Capital of Queensland, the Western Downs is also powering more than two million homes 
and businesses every day through a mix of traditional and renewable energy generation, with continued 
investment helping drive the state’s future energy landscape.

Council remains focussed on ensuring the region is ready to seize the opportunities ahead. We take an 
active approach to development and investment attraction, supported by an agile and responsive planning 
framework designed to accommodate long-term population and economic growth. 

Beyond its economic strengths, the Western Downs offers the advantages of regional living combined 
with first-rate services, facilities and connectivity. Situated within easy reach of Brisbane and Toowoomba 
Wellcamp Airport, the region continues to attract new residents and businesses seeking both opportunity 
and lifestyle. The Western Downs offers the space, confidence and room to grow.

While we are proud of what has been achieved, we are equally excited about what lies ahead.

The Western Downs is a region of ambition, opportunity and growth. Whether measured in investment, 
innovation or industry, the region’s momentum is undeniable. The future of the Western Downs has never 
been brighter.

The Western Downs continues to demonstrate why it is one of Australia’s most resilient, productive and 
investment-ready regional economies. Across energy, agriculture, resources, housing, education, health, 
infrastructure and commercial development, the region is experiencing exceptional levels of activity that 
are shaping a strong and prosperous future.

This report provides a comprehensive snapshot of significant projects either completed, underway or 
progressing through the development pipeline across the Western Downs. Together, these investments 
represent the confidence that industry, governments and investors have in the region’s long-term 
potential and its critical role in Queensland’s economic future.

As Queensland’s Energy Capital and a leader in agricultural production, the Western Downs is uniquely 
positioned to support the nation’s growing demand for food, energy and resources.

The Development Status Report is an important tool that supports informed decision-making and 
showcases the depth and diversity of development occurring across the region.

This report demonstrates the substantial pipeline of future investment that will create jobs, strengthen 
communities and enhance regional prosperity for decades to come. The scale of opportunity across the 
Western Downs is significant and the momentum being generated today provides confidence in an exciting 
future.

On behalf of TSBE, I thank the businesses, project proponents, government agencies and stakeholders 
who have contributed to the development of this report and to the ongoing success of the Western Downs. 
I acknowledge and congratulate Western Downs Regional Council for their ongoing leadership and for 
working with our team on the production of the Western Downs Development Status Report.
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The Development Status Report is updated biennially to provide businesses with a comprehensive overview of significant 
developments across the Western Downs region, including project values, locations and estimated completion dates. By 
maintaining this record, TSBE aims to support informed business decision-making, strengthen investor confidence and 
encourage further investment across the region.

The 2026 report showcases the significant investment delivered throughout the region over the past two years while highlighting 
major projects in the development pipeline. The report includes known developments with a value exceeding $1 million (with 
some exceptions), offering valuable insights into the region’s continued growth and economic development.

SUMMARY
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